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R ecently my attention has 

been drawn to Isaiah 53. 

Many believers understand that 

Jesus died for their sins; how-

ever, when they experience the 

pains of life, it appears that God 

is not concerned about what 

happens to them. For the sake 

of clarity, I will review the plan 

of salvation and then explore how God views our pain.  

Most people that grew up in church know the  

Bible verse found in John 3:16 (KJV): “For God so loved 

the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that 

whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have 

everlasting life.”  

We find the extent of the sin problem in Romans 

3:23 (KJV): “For all have sinned, and come short of the 

glory of God.” Romans 6:23 (KJV) “For the wages of sin 

is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus 

Christ our Lord.” Isaiah 64:6 (KJV) “But we are all as an 

unclean thing, and all our righteousnesses are as filthy 

rags; and we all do fade as a leaf; and our iniquities, like 

the wind, have taken us away.” This tells us that regard-

less how hard we try on our own, our best is no better 

than filthy rags.  

The following verses clearly state that Jesus paid 

the price for our sin. Isaiah 53:6-7(KJV)  “All we like 

sheep have gone astray; we have turned every one to 

his own way; and the LORD hath laid on him the iniq-

uity of us all. He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, 

yet he opened not his mouth: he is brought as a lamb 

to the slaughter, and as a sheep before her shearers is 

dumb, so he openeth not his mouth.”  

We find in Hebrews 4:15 (KJV) that Jesus lived 

among us and understands us because He was also 

tempted. “For we have not an high priest which cannot 

be touched with the feeling of our infirmities, but was 

in all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin.” I 

find it comforting to know that He was tempted the 

same way I am tempted. 

Psalms 103:14 states that He knows we are dust: 

“For he knoweth our frame; he remembereth that we 

are dust.” Because He knows that we are dust, he fil-

ters all our temptations so we can chose to escape vic-

toriously. 1 Cor. 10:13 (KJV) “There hath no temptation 

taken you but such as is common to man: but God is 

faithful, who will not suffer you to be tempted above 

that ye are able; but will with the temptation also make 

a way to escape, that ye may be able to bear it.”  

God is faithful to His promises. 1 John 5:13 (KJV) 

“These things have I written unto you that believe on 

the name of the Son of God; that ye may know that ye 

have eternal life, and that ye may believe on the name 

of the Son of God. 1 Peter 1:3 (KJV) “Blessed be the God 

and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, which according to 

his abundant mercy hath begotten us again unto a 

lively hope by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the 

dead.” 
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He also understands that we are weak and need 

to depend on His grace for victory: 2 Cor. 4:7 (KJV) 

“But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the 

excellency of the power may be of God, and not of us. 

Because “we have this treasure in earthen vessels,” we 

as Christians are susceptible to pain while here on the 

earth.  

Many believers understand that Jesus died for 

our sins, but miss the fact that he also died for our 

sorrows: Isaiah 53:3-4 (KJV) “He is despised and re-

jected of men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with 

grief: and we hid as it were our faces from him; he was 

despised, and we esteemed him not. Surely he hath 

borne our griefs and carried our sorrows: yet we did 

esteem him stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted.” 

Notice that He was “a man of sorrows and acquainted 

with grief.” He also “bore our griefs and carried our 

sorrows.” He understands that we are “but dust” and 

have heavy loads of pain to bear at times. That is part 

of the reason He came and died on the cross.  

We are approaching the time of year that we cele-

brate the birth of Jesus as a human being. My prayer is 

that as we celebrate Christmas this year, it will be with 

a deep, heartfelt gratitude for His coming to earth to 

live with us and experience what it is like to “have this 

treasure in earthen vessels.”  

      Year-end Giving 

To our Friends of LIFE Ministries, 

Isaiah 40:1  “Comfort, comfort my people, says 

your God.” (NIV)  We have here the commission and 

instruction given, not to Isaiah only, but to all of 

Christ’s ministers to proclaim comfort to God’s peo-

ple.  

LIFE Ministries’ mission is to assist individuals 

in finding a deeper, personal relationship with God 

and overcoming personal issues that have a nega-

tive impact on personal effectiveness and relation-

ships. LIFE staff are diligently bringing comfort and 

helping clients find a deeper, personal relationship 

with God and others in their journey of life. 

One-on-one counseling, men & women’s 

groups, seminars, workshops, speaking engage-

ments, father/son retreats and men’s retreats are 

some of the ways comfort and building relationships 

with God and others are realized. Friends and sup-

porters of LIFE Ministries are a vital part of this min-

istry. We welcome you to partner with us in bringing 

comfort and hope to our brothers and sisters in the 

church of Jesus Christ. 

Year-end giving is very important to the ongo-

ing ministry at LIFE. We are a faith ministry and de-

pend on our supporters to meet the needs of the 

ministry. We also partner with Anabaptist Founda-

tion and Mennonite Foundation for their expertise 

in the giving of trusts, real estate, investments, or 

other tangible assets to the ministry. 

Thank you for considering a year-end gift to 

LIFE Ministries. Enclosed is an addressed envelope 

for your convenience. A tax deductible receipt will 

be returned for your gift.  

May you be blessed this Christmas season as 

you celebrate the birth of our Lord and Savior, and 

we wish you a prosperous New Year. 

            -Glenn Hoover 

 

LIFE Ministries Thrift Store 
 

The LIFE Ministries Board recently approved 

the launching of a thrift store to benefit the cash 

stream of the ministry. A friend of the ministry 

purchased a property in the west end of Leola, 

along Route 23, and is making it available to the 

ministry. 

A committee was formed to facilitate the plan-

ning and opening of the store. The prints were re-

cently submitted to the township for approval of 

the renovation of the building. Upon receipt of the 

permit, renovations will move forward. The target 

opening date is March 2012. If you have good used 

clothing, house wares, or small appliances, we are 

receiving donations now. Also, volunteers will be 

needed to operate the store. Call the ministry of-

fice, 717.871.0540 for assistance with donations, 

or comments you may have. 

 
   Chart does not include funds designated for literature. 
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S ince its founding in 1987, LIFE Ministries has been 

involved in two distinctly different ministries. The 

late, Lester Miller, sensed and responded to the need 

for Christian literature in Haiti in the Creole language. 

In a parallel ministry, Lester also responded to the need 

for teaching Biblical financial concepts in our conserva-

tive Anabaptist communities and churches. 

These two ministries functioned under the direc-

tion of the LIFE Ministries Executive Board. However, 

with Brother Lester’s passing in 2001, it became neces-

sary to form a Literature Committee, to give focused 

energy and direction to the printing and distribution of 

literature. This allowed the Executive Board to focus its 

energies on the increasing demand for Biblical counsel-

ing in our communities. Lester’s Finance Seminars had 

expanded into financial counseling, marriage counsel-

ing, leadership counseling, business counseling, coun-

selor training, individual counseling, etc., with a staff of 

ten counselors and supporting personnel. At the same 

time, the Literature Committee’s opportunities and 

resources were on the increase also. Currently the Lit-

erature Committee prints, ships, and distributes over a 

million tracts and nearly 100,000 Bibles, Bible study and 

Bible story books annually to Haiti.  

As time progressed, the value of creating two 

separate ministries has become more clear. Separating 

the ministries would provide clarity and focus to each, 

as well as encourage further growth. Frustrations sur-

rounding ownership of operations and dedication of 

funding could be avoided. And from the donor’s per-

spective, confusion about use of gifts could be clarified.  

At the July 2010 Executive Board meeting, a mo-

tion was passed to separate the ministries, pending an 

affirmative vote at the November Consulting Board 

meeting. The Literature Committee submitted a pro-

posal on September 2, 2010, for separating the ministry 

and creating separate entities. On November 5, 2010, 

the Consulting Board voted unanimously to separate 

the Literature from the Counseling.  

The year 2011 has been a year of decision making 

and planning, especially for the Literature Committee. 

The Literature Committee will now form its own Board 

and provide office space and staff for its operations. 

Necessary legal considerations are in progress and the 

transition will be in place for the year 2012. The litera-

ture ministry will be recognized as LIFE Literature, and 

the counseling ministry will retain the name LIFE Minis-

tries.  

A New Face At LIFE  

Hi, My name is Sonya Schlabach and 
I am working as a part-time secre-
tary here at LIFE Ministries.       
 I enjoy reading, studying, act-
ing and music. One of the passions 
God has placed in my heart is work-
ing with children. He has given me 
the chance to do that through our 

church’s “Life Club” in Lancaster City. I love spending 
time with the children, showing them how much God 
loves them. 

One thing God has been teaching me  is the power 
of words. With words we can speak truth and life into 
someone’s heart or we can wound them to the core. 

One evening I was shopping with some friends and 
one of the girls bought a dozen of roses. After we had 
paid for them, my friend handed two roses to each of 
us girls in the group. We then went around the store, 
randomly picking out a few women that were either 
shopping or working. We gave them the roses, but as 
we did we looked into their eyes and said, “This is to 
remind you that you are a beautiful woman in God’s 
eyes.” Later we had fun discussing the different reac-
tions we had received. Some of the ladies simply said, 
“Thank you.” One lady gave my friend a huge hug. A 
few ladies were still standing there clinging to their 
rose as we were leaving twenty minutes later. 

It was a small act, but it took some courage for me 
to say the words. In the end though, it was worth it. It’s 
worth speaking truth and life into the people we come 
in contact with; to the people we go to church with; to 
our family members; to the children I spend time with 
in Lancaster City. 

Truth and life spoken in God’s name can be pow-
erful and change lives for the good.  Words can heal 
broken hearts, shatter the lies that Satan makes us be-
lieve about ourselves, and brighten someone’s day. It’s 
worth it!                        -Sonya Schlabach 

 

So is it LIFE Literature or LIFE Ministries? The an-

swer to the question depends on the content of the 

question. Each of these ministries will continue to offer 

LIFE, the abundant LIFE in Christ Jesus, to those who 

seek their services. Each of these ministries will con-

tinue to point persons to the Living Saviour as we are 

enabled by His Spirit, with resources that you, our sup-

porters, have shared with us. Please pray for us.      

            - Ken Kauffman, for LIFE Ministries Board 
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             LIFE Executive Board 

             Titus Martin, Chairman 

             Donald Fox, Vice-Chairman 

  Irvin Weaver, Jr., Treasurer 

 Lyndon Risser, Secretary 

 Kenneth Kauffman 

 Eli Smucker 

 Amos Stoltzfoos 
 

               Staff 

Daniel & Emma Beachy,  Administrator/Counselor/Domestics 

Sam & Cathie Gingerich, Assistant Administrator/Counselors  

Betty Miller, Domestics/Womenôs Bible Studies 

Elaine Yoder, Counselor 

Rose Charles, Counselor 

Sharon Shirk, Counselor 

Mark & Starla Schlabach, Caretakers/Counselor   

Glenn Hoover, Counselor, Director of Development 

Norma Martin, Office Manager 

Vernon Esh, Counselor 

Lamar Nolt,  Literature Committee Chairman 

Joshua Strickler, Counselor 

Irene Metzler, Domestics 

Sonya Schlabach, Secretary 

 

 

          LIFE Ministries  

       Sweetheart Banquet  

                 Tuesday, February 14, 2012 

              6:30 PM 
 

LIFE Ministries, Conestoga, PA  

Speaker: Mark Schlabach  
Pastor/Counselor at LIFE Ministries 

 

Reservations Required. Please call 717.871.0540  

or email: info@life-ministries.com to reserve a 

seat. Space is limited and we encourage you to  

register early. No  tickets requiredða freewill   

offering will be received to cover expenses. 

Ministry Needs 

¶ Computer Serverééé.é.$8000 

¶ Inkjet Printerééééé... $100 

¶ 2 Desktop Computerséé..$1100 

¶ Laptop computeréééé..$725 

¶ Lawn Sprayerééééé...$500 

¶ Golf Cart ééééééé.$3000 

If you wish to donate any of these items, 

please call our office at: 717.871.0540 or 

email us at:  

 

Sweetheart Banquet  

Tuesday, February 14, 2012 - 6:30 PM 

Yoderôs Restaurant, New Holland, PA 

Speaker: Dan Beachy  

Administrator/Counselor at LIFE Ministries  

  Reservations Required: Please contact               

Amos & Rosanna Smucker at 717.768.3996  

for reservations or for more information.  


