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Dan & Emma Beachy 

NIGHT OF MUSIC 

 Enjoy an evening of acappella singing  

featuring these groups: 
 

§  Garment of Praise 

§  Unshackled 

§  Higher Ground 
 

Sunday, October 30, 2011τ6:30 PM 

Ephrata Business Center 
400 W Main Street, Ephrata, PA 17522 

For more information, please call LIFE Ministries: 
717.871.0540 or email: info@life-ministries.com 
No tickets necessaryτan offering will be received 
to benefit LIFE Ministries. 

I learned early in life that the best 

policy is to always tell the truth.  

There are consequences for lying 

and it is just too costly to lie or to 

even consider lying as a way out 

of a difficult situation.   

        C. S. Lewis in ñMere Christi-

anityò suggests that very few, if 

any, societies in human history 

honored deception or lying.  Hon-

oring truth is fundamental to being human and being 

created in the image of God.  The scripture has quite a 

bit to say about the subject. Here are three references: 

(Proverbs 6:16-17 KJV)  "These six things doth the 

LORD hate: yea, seven are an abomination unto him: A 

proud look, a lying tongue, and hands that shed inno-

cent blood."  (Colossians 3:9 KJV) "Lie not one to an-

other, seeing that ye have put off the old man with his 

deeds;" (Titus 1:2 KJV)  "In hope of eternal life, which 

God, that cannot lie, promised before the world began;" 

 Since God cannot lie because He is the Truth, it is 

easier to understand how lying must look to Him. Al-

though I understand that the truth is important, at times I 

tell myself things that are not true. These may be un-

truths that I would not consider saying to other people.  

Consider with me as I evaluate what I tell myself. 

 In his classic daily devotional, My Utmost for His 

Highest (November 30), Oswald Chambers says:  

ñThe way we continually talk about our own inabilities 

is an insult to our Creator. To complain over our incom-

petence is to accuse God falsely of having overlooked 

us. Get into the habit of examining, from Godôs perspec-

tive, those things that sound so humble to men. You will 

 be amazed at how unbelievably inappropriate and disre-

spectful they are to Him. We say things such as, ñOh, I 

shouldnôt claim to be sanctified; Iôm not a saint.ò But to 

say that before God means, ñNo, Lord, it is impossible 

for You to save and sanctify me; there are opportunities 

I have not had and so many imperfections in my brain 

and body; no, Lord, it isnôt possible.ò That may sound 

wonderfully humble to others, but before God it is an 

attitude of defiance.     continued on page 2 
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For many of us we have heard the admonition to 

exercise wisdom in the choices we make. Particularly in 

our formative years it was our parents, who wisely in 

their loving concern, reminded us that the choices we 

make today will have a significant input into shaping the 

kind of individual we ultimately end up becoming. 

Now, as a parent myself, I too, just as my parents 

did, often turn to Godôs Word as the source of wisdom 

that highlights the reality of the law of sowing and reap-

ing. Scripture abounds with examples of cause and ef-

fect relationship. From the beginning pages of the Gene-

sis to the last pages of Revelation, the Bible is filled 

with the story of people who being made in the image of 

God, are given the freedom to exercise volition and 

have the opportunity to choose many aspects of the di-

rection of their lives. 

From the incredible consequences that are still 

being felt by all of mankind to this very day because of 

the choice that Adam and Eve made to go against Godôs 

loving command, to the oft referred to account of 

Joshua calling the nation of Israel to choose whom they 

will serve (Joshua stated his position and choice, ñAs 

for me and my house we will serve the Lordò) as well as 

the many seemingly obscure choices made by other 

lesser known biblical characters, it seems apparent that 

given the plethora of choices that are recorded we have 

a God who highly values the gift of volition that He be-

stowed upon His crowning creation.  

While we cannot argue against the logic and truth 

of cause and effect relationship, I have heard the sad 

lament of some, who though they were taught from 
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Conversely, the things that sound humble before God 

may sound exactly the opposite to people. To say, 

ñThank God, I know I am saved and sanctified,ò is in 

Godôs eyes the purest expression of humility. It means 

you have so completely surrendered yourself to God 

that you know He is true. Never worry about whether 

what you say sounds humble before others or not. But 

always be humble before God, and allow Him to be your 

all in all.ò  

 Have you told ever yourself such things as: ñI am 

dumb.ò ñI am too stupid to do that for the church,ò ñI 

am ugly,ò ñI cannot do anything right.ò While it may be 

true that I donôt have the highest IQ in the church, 

school, or my family, is it true that I am dumb or stupid?  

Is it really true, that I am ugly or that I cannot do any-

thing right?  Would I say that to someone else? 

 What do these statements say about my Creator?  

By telling myself statements like this I am reflecting on 

my Creator.  In Psalms 139:16 God clearly explains that 

before I was born, ñall my members were written in his 

book.ò  Therefore when I tell myself lies like this, I am 

really reflecting on my Creator. 

 Most of the time I am not even aware of what I 

tell myself. I find it is helpful for me to write down my 

thoughts. By writing my thoughts honestly, I can come 

back later and reevaluate them. When they are in front 

of me I cannot ignore them. Another method to help me 

evaluate my thoughts is to share them openly and hon-

estly with a trusted friend. As my friend listens and re-

flects back to me what I just said, it forces me to evalu-

ate what I have been thinking. It helps me to see how 

my self-talk may look to God.  

 At times when I grapple with discouragement, I 

am not willing to honestly look at what I tell myself.  

Other times it may be just too painful. Or it may be 

something that happened as a child and I may not even 

realize that it is not the truth that I have told myself for a 

lifetime. In these situations it is important to find a 

trusted Christian friend or church leader to share 

with...someone that you can trust with your heart. 

I am committed to evaluate what I tell myself in 

the light of Godôs truth.  This eliminates pride and helps 

me keep my dependence on God in focus.  Then when I 

am asked to do a project for the church, my response 

can be based on the truth.  Will you join me in the com-

mitment to tell yourself the truth? 
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aŜƴΩǎ wŜŎƻǾŜǊȅ DǊƻǳǇ 
September 27, 2011  7ς9 PM 

LIFE Ministries offers a weekly menôs group begin-

ning Thursday evening, Sept. 27. This involves a 

group of 8-12 men interested in working through 

personal issues of sexual and relational conflicts. 

This group is specifically designed to offer support 

for those dealing with sexual brokenness and  

addictions. Please call Vernon Esh: 717.871.0540 

or email: vernone@life-ministries.com if you have 

interest in  participating in this group. 
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 It is good to be back at LIFE Ministries again after 

a one year sabbatical.  The time off was a refreshing 

break from the day-to-day intensity of soul care. I am 

really grateful to the LIFE Ministries executive board 

for providing this to full-time staff. I started out the year 

spending several days alone in the Canadian wilderness 

reflecting, meditating and talking to God. A tent, some 

coffee, and a Bible and notebook were my compan-

ions.  I remember the Lord first becoming real to me in 

a similar setting as a young boy.  It was truly good to be 

in the quiet and stillness. 

    The year has gone by quickly and has renewed 

our vision for making Jesus known.  One of our goals as 

a family was to spend some extended time with relatives 

and friends.  So, our travels throughout the year took us 

to Ohio, Florida, South Carolina, Virginia, Indiana, and 

Ontario. We were blessed with safety and many warm 

memories. Along the way we had opportunities for min-

istry as well.  A highlight for our family was singing in 

several prisons during the Gospel Express Prison Cru-

sade in February. We were challenged by the church 

behind bars  and we left our hearts with many of the 

men we met.   

 E-Zee Milking in Gordonville, generously pro-

vided part-time work in between our coming and going 

and my sons and I were able to complete several work 

projects around home. Presently, our family is on a jour-

ney dealing with some health issues and a long slow 

recovery. This wasn't in our plans for the ending of 

this year but God continues to show Himself strong 

even in our weakness. Continue to lift us up here at 

LIFE Ministries. God is good and life continues to be a 

tremendous gift.      

Matching Fund Update 

Thank you to all of you who have contributed 

to the $35,000 matching fund offered to LIFE 

Ministries. Your gift was greatly appreciated 

and will make a difference in the lives of hurt-

ing people. There is still opportunity to give as 

we have not yet reached our goal and a gift of 

any amount would be a blessing.   

scripture about the necessity to choose wisely and are 

now experiencing the pain of being on the back side of 

foolish choices, acknowledge that much of their lives it 

didnôt seem like they were making choices that would 

lead to this place of regret.  

That kind of lament gives me pauseé it is appar-

ent that many of our daily choices can seem insignifi-

cant at the moment we make them. Just as one grain of 

sand does not constitute a mountain, one of our many 

daily choices does not bring us to our destiny (certainly 

the choice of what we do with Christ excepted). It is the 

cumulative effect of the lifetime of choices that com-

prise who I am today, just as it does for everyone.  It is 

the small incremental, often barely perceptible steps that 

add up to the sum total of our journey, not so much the 

few leaps and bounds of monumental decisions. We are 

who we have been becoming...one choice at a time. 

As Moses called Israel to attentiveness regarding 

their choices; ñI call heaven and earth to record this 

day against you, that I have set before you life and 

death, blessing and cursing: therefore choose life, that 

both thou and thy seed may live.ò De. 30:19, so may we 

also learn to give increasing attentiveness to the choices 

we are making.  

 

 

Fifteen fathers and their sons attended the Father/Son Retreat, 

June 25-25, led by Sam Gingerich, Lyndon Risser and Mark 

Martin. There was lots of time to enjoy activities together: 

games, swimming,  re-

flection and sharing sto-

ries around a campfire. 
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  LIFE Executive Board 

 Titus Martin, Chairman 

 Donald Fox, Vice-Chairman 

 Irvin Weaver, Jr., Treasurer 

 Lyndon Risser, Secretary 

 Kenneth Kauffman 

 Eli Smucker 

 Amos Stoltzfoos 
 

               Staff 

Daniel & Emma Beachy,  Administrator/Counselor/Domestics 

Sam & Cathie Gingerich, Assistant Administrator/Counselors  

Betty Miller, Domestics/Womenôs Bible Studies 

Elaine Yoder, Counselor 

Rose Charles, Counselor 

Sharon Shirk, Counselor 

Mark & Starla Schlabach, Caretakers/Counselor   

Glenn Hoover, Counselor, Director of Development 

Norma Martin, Office Manager 

Vernon Esh, Counselor 

Lamar Nolt,  Literature Committee Chairman 

Vera Mae Zimmerman, Secretary 

Joshua Strickler, Counselor 

Irene Metzler, Domestics 

 

September 30τOctober 1, 2011 
Friday, 6:00 τ9 PM     Saturday, 8:45 AMτ4 PM 

Held at LIFE Ministries, Conestoga, PA  

Speaker: Howard Bean 
Tavistock, Ontario 

 

Theme: Servant Leader 
¶ Personhood of a Servant Leader 

¶ Five Dysfunctions of a Team 

¶ Jesus: Servant Leads by Example 

¶ Care/Share Groups 
 

Pastors and/or leadership persons and their spouse   

are invited to come to be encouraged and fellowship 

with others involved in leadership. Sharing groups are 

planned to provide opportunities for reflection and 

discussion. 

Registration is requested. R.S.V.P.  Sept. 26       

For more information or to register, please call the   

office at 717.871.0540, or email: info@life-

ministries.com.  Seating is limited so register early.   

Suggested Donation: $20 per person 
Snacks and lunch will be provided 

 

Pastors/Leadership Seminar 

 

LIFE Line 

§ Praise God for answered prayer for the Father/Son Re-

treat and the Idaho Menôs Retreat...for lives that were 

touched by these ministries!  

§ Pray that those attending the Pastorôs Seminar, Sept. 30 ï

Oct. 1, will be refreshed and encouraged. Pray for How-

ard Bean as he prepares and shares the messages. 

§ Pray for wisdom, direction and unity for the Consulting 

Board as they meet November 4. 

§ Pray for the staff team as they prepare for the Counselor 

Training Workshop beginning Nov. 17-19. Pray that God 

would work in the heart of each trainee. 


